
TOWN OF WESTPORT 
 

WETLAND PLANT LIST 
 
This is a partial list of just some of the many species of plants that will grow in wetland areas.  Please 
consult your local nursery for further information and plant availability. 
 
Type: D = Deciduous, E = Evergreen  Soil Moisture: W = Wet, M = Moist,  
Light: S = Sun, F = Filtered, Sh = Shade, E = Edge 
 

TREES 
Type Plant       Soil   Light 

Moisture  
 
E Cedar, Northern White (Thuja occidentalis)   M  S,F 
D Birch, River (Betula nigra)    M  F 
D Maple, Red (Acer rubrum)     W  S,F 
D * Willows (Salix spp.)     W,M  F 
D Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica)     W,M  E,S,F 
D Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor)   W,M  S,F 
D Black Ash (Fraxinus nigra)    W,M  E,S,F 
D Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styraciflua)   W,M  E,S,F 
D Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)    W,M  S,F 
E Atlantic White Cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides)  W,M  S,F 

 
SHRUBS 

D Azalea, Swamp (Rhododendron viscosum)   W,M  E 
D ** Blueberry, Highbush (Vaccinium corymbosum)  M  S 
D Birch, Swamp (Betula pumila)    W,M  F 
D Dogwood, Gray (Cornus recemosa)   M  S 
D Dogwood, Red Osier (Cornus stolonifera)   W,M  S 
D Dogwood, Silky (Cornus amomum)   W  S 
D ** Elderberry, Common (Sambucus canadensis)  M  S,E 
E Inkberry (Ilex glabra)     W,M  E 
D Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)    W  Sh,E 
E Sheep Laurel (Kalmia angustifolia)    M  S,Sh,E 
D Sweet/Coast Pepperbush, (Clethra alnifolia)   W  S,Sh,E 
D Viburnum, Southern Wild-Raisin (Viburnum nudum)  W,M  F,Sh 
D Winterberry (Ilex verticillata)    W  S,Sh,E 
D Witch Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana)   M  S,E 
D Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis)   W,M  S,F 
D Purple Chokeberry (Pyrus floribunda)   M  S,F 
 

GROUNDCOVERS AND AQUATICS 
Cinnamon Fern (Osmunda cinnamomea)    W  E,S,Sh 
Royal Fern (Osmunda regalis)     W,M  E,F,Sh 
Sensitive Fern (Onoclea sensibilis)     W,M  Sh,F,E 
Blue Flag Iris (Iris versicolor)     W,M  S,F,E 
Pickerel weed (Pontederia cordata)    W  S,F,E 
Arrowhead (Sagittaria sp.)     W  S,F,E 
Waterlily (Nymphaea odorata)     W  S,F 
 
 
Because of the expected changes in water level, wood species appear to be more preferable than 
herbaceous plants.  Check with local nurseries for plant availability. 
 
* Weeping Willows (Salix babylonica) are not recommended as their roots may clog drainage pipes, 

streambeds, and/or septic systems 
** Transitional zone between wetland and upland areas 
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